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Dear Chairman Jensen and Co-Chair Uzelac: 
 
Kennecott Tailings Impoundment Committee 
 
I understand the committee’s objective is to develop, commission, and report an analysis of 
the seismic stability of the Southeast corner of the South Tailings Impoundment (i.e., 1700 
South to 9400 West); it is my hope that you will include or consider the following: 
 

1. The South Tailings Impoundment is not a water retention dam.  It has been in place 
for over 100 years, well before today’s standards that apply to dam safety were put in 
place.  Although the South Tailings Impoundment is not regulated by Rule R655-11. 
Requirements for the Design, Construction and Abandonment of Dams, Kennecott 
agreed to meet the standards outlined in the attached letters.  As the reports 
described below indicate, the standards are in the process of being satisfied.  In this 
regard, we would suggest that the second sentence of the third bullet of Section IV 
read as follows: 

 
The Design Basis Earthquake shall be determined based upon current requirements 
of Utah State Engineer Division of Dam Safety 
(http://www.rules.utah.gov/publicat/code/r655/r655-011.htm#T12) and may include 
displacement analyses if determined necessary. 

 
2. It was Kennecott’s understanding that the study would focus on the safety of the 

Magna Meadow Green Estates subdivision in the unlikely event of a maximum 
credible earthquake (MCE 7.25).  We have indicated publicly that in the event of an 
earthquake of this size, there was potential for limited runout onto Highway 201, but 
not into Magna neighborhoods. 

 
3. Within the last ten years, KUCC has already conducted five independent studies on 

the stability of the tailings impoundment by the following engineering consultants:  
- 2006, URS Corporation 
- 2002, AMEC Earth & Environmental 
- 1999, URS Greiner Woodward Clyde 
- 1998, AGRA Earth & Environmental 



 

- 1998, Woodward-Clyde Consultants   
 

We hope that the consultant hired by the committee will review the studies listed 
above to identify any gaps and then conduct tests of their own, if determined 
necessary.  Kennecott is requesting a statement of confidence or concern regarding 
the due diligence of the above studies.  Most importantly, we hope that the 
committee comes to the same conclusion as Kennecott, that the Meadow Green 
Estates community is safe from tailings in the event of significant seismic event.  

 
We at Kennecott are dedicated to the continued safety of our neighboring communities and 
to working in an open and cooperative manner now and in the future. 
 
Please let me know if you have any questions.   
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Gina Crezée 
Principal Advisor 
Government and Community Relations 
 
 

 
 



 

 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 
 

 


